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Marine Life Protection Act Initiative

Goal 3 of the MLPA

Goal 3 of the Marine Life Protection Act is:
“To improve recreational, educational, and study 

opportunities provided by marine ecosystems 
that are subject to minimal human disturbance, 
and to manage these uses in a manner 
consistent with protecting biodiversity.”

(Subsection 2853(b)(3), California Fish and Game Code)
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Elements of Goal 3

• MPAs may be designed to meet one or more 
of three elements of Goal 3:

–Recreational opportunities (non-consumptive 
and consumptive)

–Educational opportunities (formal and informal)
–Study opportunities (research within and 

outside of MPAs)

Goal 3 Design Considerations

• MPAs should be designed to capture “marine 
ecosystems… subject to minimal human 
disturbance”

• “Protecting biodiversity” should be considered
• Access to recreational, educational and study 

opportunities
• Design approach for Goal 3 MPAs may vary 

depending on what element of Goal 3 is being 
addressed



MPA Planning Process

• Round 1 external MPA arrays were not evaluated 
relative to Goal 3

• Guidance on how to address Goal 3 for the north 
coast is expected before the April work session

• Stakeholders should consider Goal 3 when 
designing MPAs, thinking about the three key 
elements

• Information on how MPA proposals will be 
assessed relative to Goal 3 has not been 
finalized; expected to be ready for the NCRSG’s
April work session




